- . l'l"' = 1 Ll @y b N “7 y v

. ! . (5w]f‘ ;"‘l-,).'l"\-\”f . . Qoc - e . ‘\, (." e sj e e iy er v
Approved For Releas'é‘zc}oé?o]tm CIA-RDP8S- 01365R000300040039Z3

' "CO;\’['LSS[ON " color film by Costa-Gavras, . . =~
]msed on book b_)’ Amu ]ondon l’cuamomzt 1,‘ o - .

“We are confronted by two types. of social contradictions—
‘those belween ours elvas and the enemy -md those among me
- p\oplc ﬂ»emscl\ ¢s. lhc l\\o mc tol'ﬂly (a.uerent in their nature.’
- . ; . Mao Fsetunn ) .
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Thc pou‘ilica] trials which \‘}racked Eastern Luxope in the e"uly
1950s represent one of the most sordid zad despicable pages in
‘the history of the world revolutionary” movement, The most
notorious of these “show trials” took place in Czcchoslovakia in
1952, in which 14 leading members of the Czech Commumst
party were convicted of treason and various crimes asainst the

_state. Eleven of these were executed, including Rudolph Slansky, |
“secretary-general of the Czech CP. Most of the accused were Jews,
a fact of no small i 1mpox tance m all the czrcm11<tanccs suuoundmﬂ
‘these.events. -~ - T -

' - In the “thaw” following Stali_n’s deathmxd in thc shock-waves

. flowing from the revelations of Khrushehev’s report, it was

revealed that these men--and scores of otkers like them in other

countries—had been unjustly accused, egally tried, and Im-

morally dispensed, with, One txoublmg qucstion-in the entire

affair was that the defendants had all “con{esscc " to their crimes.

L

- "Observers in the courtroom asserted that the men did not appear
to be under undue duress at the time, that their physical
. conditioh seemed good and that there scemed to be evmy

opportunity for any of them to renounce his “confess 10n in
- open courl. None did so, each rccxtuw, a hmny of “crimes’ whlch .
. o . - scemed incredible at the tlme . . N
B : One of the survivors of the Siinsky trial, Aztm London has
written a memoir of those events which und rtakes to c*cpl:un
what happened. T have not read the book, but a motion picture
based upon it, “Confession,” reveals a patterr of psychological
torture and fantastic mind - manipulatien -which, while not
resolving all of the questions inherent, doese-.plnm some of what
. took plau at that time. :
. . . It is a Lrutally teuify?n" film, m"dn“ in the sawme p\cudo-
- ' documentary styk vshich its dmctor Costa-Gavras, cmployul in
“Z207 And like “Z,)” it is a pohtu. 1” fitm \"Iuch never gaes
beyond the outer appearance of both incidents and movm.

And so; the first question which nnbl be asked is! Arc thc

- : contradu,tlom in a fascist state between the popular fordes and

‘the police apparatus and thecontradictions in a socialjst state

which resulted in- the peepetration of ‘such gross violations of
revolutionary justice, the same kind of contradictions? | -~

" “The contra"wtxons between oursalves sud the, ew‘my and the

confradictions among the peoplé must be resolved by different

methods. To put it bmf[y the former are a matter of drawing a

clear distinction between ourselves and the einemy and the latter a

’ mattcr o‘f dmwmg a clear azstmu.-on belween right and wrong.”

- " -~ Mao Fsetuny
Countud in thu price the rcvolutlonary forces of the world
must pay-for the deterioration of socialist morality is the fact

. that not only the cluss encmy, but sympathetic “liberals™ like- ) ] L
Costa-Gavras find it all too easy to cquate thc criminality of
fascisin with the violations of socialism—failing to sce that tiie .

one is a central characteristic of 4 po mulsyctun whllc the olhu
is a distortion. -

Now I have no mtt,ntton of mmnmzmg the criminuL

rcsponsmxllty of those in’ thé Soviet Usaion, Czcchoslovakia,'

Bulgaria, Hungary and Poland who committed tthc acts, Nor am

I osatisfied with the cexplanations of those events which attribute

_ them solely to the machinations of the ClA or the temporary rise

) - to power of power-seeking, unsocialized- clements, although I do o
i ot discount those ﬁutors. My main-eriticism of the Khrushchev
report of 1956 and the various admissions of ‘wiong-doing
elsewhere in Fastern Curope is tnat they did not explore fully
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